the cubic millimetre. Stained blood-films showed nothing abnormal. By spectroscopic examination only the normal absorption bands of oxyhoemoglobin could be seen; there was certainly no band due to sulph-haemoglobin or methaemoglobin. The blood-serum was clear. The urine was free from albumin, sugar, and other abnormal constituents, and did not darken on being kept. Systolic brachial blood-pressure, 135 mm. Hg. Menstruation natural. Excepting for chronic constipation and occasional headache, the patient had no complaints. She thought that the peculiar coloration of her skin was not progressing. She had no idea what could have caused it. No lotions (such as might have contained silver nitrate or carbolic acid) had ever been used. A patent medicine and some "liver pills," which she had employed for many years as purgatives, had been chemically examined for a trace of silver, but with completely negative results. The patient had now, however, produced an old prescription for a pill given her for gastric symptoms, and dated December, 1889.
This pill contained i gr. of silver nitrate and i gr. of opium powder, and was to be taken three times daily. She thought she had taken this pill, on and off, for quite two years after coming out of the hospital in 1890, and had continued to take it occasionally for gastric pain until seven years ago. The present case was of interest in regard to those mentioned by Dr. Radcliffe-Crocker,' in which he was inclined to attribute the slaty pigmentation of the skin to hammachromatosis, because no history of the ingestion of nitrate of silver was forthcoming.
1 Radcliffe-Crocker, " Diseases of the Skin," 3rd ed., 1903, pp. 614, 615. Peculiar Form of Pigmentation of the Face and Neck in a Woman aged 40.
By A. WHITFIELD, M.D.
THE history was that the patient had been under Dr. Whitfield's care about three years ago for chronic eczema of the arms, due to scrubbing, and had also returned about eighteen months ago for a recurrence of the same trouble. On the first occasion nothing peculiar in the way of pigmentation had been observed, but on the second occasion it was noticed that her cheeks were very dark. She had been kept under observation for the last eighteen months, and the pigmentation had certainly become more marked during that time. Quite recently, on stripping the neck, it was noticed that the thyroid was enlarged, and it was then found that she had a slight, fine tremor of the hands, so that it was possible that she was developing Graves' disease, though she had no eye symptoms. Arsenic had not been given at the hospital, and no history could be obtained of her having taken any.
The pigmentation occupied the posterior parts of both cheeks immediately in front of the ears, and extended from the line of the malar eminence down to the angle of the jaw. Below this it was limited to the sides of the neck, and hardly affected the front at all. It did not extend much on to the chest, There was no marked pigmentation elsewhere if one took into consideration the fact that the patient was a dark woman. On the face the pigmentation was an even sheet with small white areas of about j in. across dotted all over it, strongly suggestive of arsenical pigmentation. On the neck the pigmentation was less even, being arranged in an irregular pattern not unlike that of lichen planus, but no papules had ever been seen upon it. In a side-light the pigmented areas could be seen 'to have a peculiar sheen upon them almost as if they were polished.
The patient was in good health, with the exception of a little neuralgia, for which she had taken headache powders, but Dr. Whitfield said that he did not think most of such powders contained arsenic. He was of opinion that the case was in reality early Graves' disease associated with pigmentation. Dr. Whitfield said that this association was well known, but that in his experience most of the pigmented cases had been either in the hyperpigmentary stages of leucodermia or had been due to the arsenic with which the patients had been treated. February, 1910. Dr. Sequeira was asked to see the case, and, on his recognizing the condition, Dr. Smith very kindly gave his consent to the patient being brought before the Section. Dr. Sequeira desired to tender his grateful thanks to his colleague for the opportunity of demonstrating the first instance of this remarkable condition which has been shown in this country.
